
 

 

 
 

 
 

The Goat in the Rug Worksheet 
 
1.  Where do Geraldine and her owner live? ________________________________________ 
 
2.  Who is telling the story? _____________________________________________________ 
 
3.  How does Geraldine’s owner use natural resources?  Tell 2 ways. 
  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4.  What is the special item made by Geraldine’s Navajo owner?________________________ 
 
5.  What did Geraldine think might happen to her wool after she ate the plants picked for dye?  
 
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Draw a picture showing the natural features of Geraldine’s home. 
 

Arizona Plateau 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Name___________________________________
_ 



 

 

 
 

 
Angus, the Tartan Goat, Worksheet 

 
1.  Where do Angus and his owners live?  _________________________________________ 

 
2.  Who is telling the story?  ____________________________________________________ 

 
3. Angus’ owners used goat’s wool (a natural resource) in two items in the story.  What two  
 

    things were made from wool?  _______________________     _________________________ 
 
4.  What is the Scottish musical instrument played by Angus’ owner?_____________________ 
 
5.  What happened to Angus’ wool after he ate the kilt? _______________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Draw a picture showing the natural features of Angus’ home. 
 

Scottish Highlands 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
Name___________________________________
_ 
 



 

 

 
 

Angus, the Tartan Goat 
By Margo Fallis 

Angus was a goat that lived in northern of Scotland. He lived 
at a croft with his owners, Mr. and Mrs. MacDougal. Angus 
loved living in the highlands. Mr. and Mrs. MacDougal gave 
him food to eat; mostly bits of turnips, potatoes, and a lot of 
leftover haggis. He also loved to nibble on the thistle, gorse, 
and bluebells that grew near the croft. Mr. and Mrs. 
MacDougal treated him well. They brushed his long, shaggy, 
tan coat, kept his teeth clean and polished his horns. 

The only thing they ever asked of him was that he never ate the washing that they 
hung out each day on the clothesline. A nice breeze blew through the glen each day 
and dried the wash, leaving it with a fresh scent. Mr. MacDougal loved his kilt to 
smell nice and fresh. He wore it every single day. It was full of red, blue, and green 
wool, woven into a lovely kilt.  

Mr. MacDougal also played the bagpipes. Angus would much away on prickly purple 
thistle and listen to the bagpipes humming. Sometimes he would tap his foot and 
other times he’d nod his head back and forth. Other times he’d even baa along with 
the music.  

One day Mrs. MacDougal hung out Mr. MacDougal’s kilt on wash line, along with his 
woolen socks and then the two of them walked down the path at the side of the burn, 
heading towards the castle on the hill. They’d been invited for lunch by a neighbor, 
Jamie Campbell. Angus found himself alone at the croft. They never bothered tying 
him up because he never wandered away. 

After they’d been gone a while it began to cloud over. Thunder began to boom and 
lightning flashed. It began to rain. Angus clomped over the stones and took shelter 
under the roof of the croft, next to the clothesline. He stood watching as the rain 
pelted down on Mr. MacDougal’s kilt and socks.  

Angus wanted to help so he went to the line and grabbed the socks with his teeth. 
He tugged until they came off the line. He put them down on the ground near the 
croft then ran out to the clothesline to get the kilt. Angus stood with the corner of it in 
his teeth. He tugged and tugged and suddenly a big piece of it ripped right off the 
kilt. He stood with the torn piece of kilt dangling out of his mouth in the pouring rain. 
He tasted it. It was wet and soggy but it tasted rather nice. He wondered what it was 
made of. He swallowed it. Yummy. It tasted delicious! He tore another piece off and 
ate it, then another, and another, until he’d eaten the whole kilt. "Uh oh," he sighed, 
as he realized what he’d done. 

The rain stopped and the sun came out. Angus had to think of a way to explain to 
Mr. and Mrs. MacDougal, what had happened to the kilt. They would be angry with 



 

 

 
 

him. He thought a lot about it. Finally an idea 
came to him. He’d let them think that the wind 
blew it away. Yes, that was a good idea. He’d 
blame it on the wind. Feeling happy with his 
explanation, he went off to eat another thistle. 

A while later he saw Mr. and Mrs. MacDougal 
coming down the path. Mrs. MacDougal had 
her shawl wrapped tightly around her 
shoulders and Mr. MacDougal had his hat 
pulled down over his neck. When they reached 

the croft, Mrs. MacDougal gave a scream. "Mac!" she called to her husband. 
"Where’s your kilt?" She looked up and down the wash line and saw the socks on 
the ground near the house. "What’s this? Your woolen socks are over here!" She 
picked them up and examined them. 

Mr. MacDougal said, "It must have been the wind. That’s the only thing it could be. 
We’ll go and look for it after." Looking around, he said, "Where’s Angus? Angus. 
Angus. Come home. It’s time for supper," he called. 

Angus heard Mr. MacDougal calling him and he’d heard them talking about the wash 
and how the wind blew the kilt away. Feeling safe, he trotted towards the croft. As he 
arrived, Mrs. MacDougal screamed loudly. "Angus! Angus! You’re tartan!" 

Mr. MacDougal came running from inside the croft to see what she was screaming 
about. "Angus. You’re tartan!" he cried out. Both of them stood staring at Angus the 
goat. Mr. MacDougal lifted Angus’s wool up. "He’s tartan through and through!" 

Just then Mrs. MacDougal realized what had happened. "Why, Angus, it was you! 
You ate Mr. MacDougal’s kilt, didn’t you? Naughty goat!" 

Angus, realizing that he’d been caught, let out a sad little baa. He felt very bad that 
he’d eaten the kilt, but it had tasted so good. Mr. and Mrs. MacDougal started to 
laugh. "Now I’ve seen everything," Mr. MacDougal said. "A tartan goat!" Both of 
them laughed loudly. Mrs. MacDougal went into the croft and brought out a whole 
plate of turnip chunks for Angus. 

"Here you go, lad. Here’s some supper, but from now on, don’t eat Mrs. 
MacDougal’s washing! Do you understand?" Mr. MacDougal said. He took the plate 
from his wife and set it on down on the ground for Angus to eat.  

Angus went baa and ate his turnip. The tartan-colored wool stayed with him for the 
rest of his life. People would walk up the path to see him and laugh. Mr. and Mrs. 
MacDougal laughed too. Angus didn’t mind. He was still the happiest tartan goat in 
the world. 
 
  



 

 

 
 

Name___________________ 
 

Compare and Contrast Two Goats 
 

   
Geraldine Geraldine and Angus Angus 

 
 

Geraldine lives in 
  
 
___________________. 
 

Both animals provide the 
natural resource  
 
___________________. 
 
 

Angus lives in 
 
 
___________________. 

Her owner is a  
 
___________________. 
 

Both goats usually ate 
 
___________________. 

His owners are  
 
___________________. 

She should not have 
eaten 
 
___________________ 
 
___________________. 

Both did something they 
 
 
___________________ 
 
___________________. 

He should not have eaten 
 
 
___________________ 
 
___________________. 
 

Geraldine’s wool was 
used to  
 
___________________ 
 
___________________. 

Both thought what they 
ate tasted  
 
__________________ 
 
__________________. 

MacGregor’s kilt and 
socks were made of  
 
____________________ 
 
____________________. 

 
  



 

 

 
 

Teacher Notes 
 

Arizona Plateau 
Arizona is divided into three landform regions; the Desert in the south, the Mountain, and the 
Plateau.  The northeastern third of the state is the Plateau Region.  It is part of the Colorado 
Plateau.  Plateaus are high, wide, flat landforms that often have steep cliffs.  They have deep 
canyons formed by wind and water.  The Arizona Plateau Region is mostly flat with little 
vegetation, but does have some mountains.  There are many beautiful natural wonders in the 
Plateau, including the Grand Canyon, the Petrified Forest and Monument Valley. 
 

Scottish Highlands 
 Scotland, like Arizona, can be divided into three landform regions; the Lowlands in the 
south, Central Scotland, and the Highlands.  The Highlands are the mountainous regions in the  
northern part of Scotland.  It is an area of rivers, peaceful lochs (lakes), glens (valleys), and 
picturesque bens (mountains).  The mountains are covered with trees and shrubs. There are 
many beautiful natural wonders in the Highlands, including Loch Ness, Glencoe, and Ben 
Nevis. 
 

Answer Key to Goat in the Rug Worksheet 
1.  Where do Geraldine and her owner live? Plateau Region of Arizona, the Navajo 
Reservation, near Window Rock 
2.  Who is telling the story? Geraldine 
3.  How does Geraldine’s owner use natural resources?  Tell 2 ways. 

a. Uses wool from her goat for the rug 
b. Uses Yucca root for soap 
c. Uses plants for dye for the wool 

4.  What is the special item made by Geraldine’s Navajo owner? Navajo rug 
5.  What did Geraldine think might happen to her wool after she ate the plants picked for dye?  
She would turn the colors of the dye (red, brown, black) 
Picture should show flat landforms with steep sides, little vegetation. 
 

Answer Key to Angus, the Tartan Goat Worksheet 
1.  Where do Angus and his owners live?  Highlands Region of Scotland 
2.  Who is telling the story?  A narrator 
3. Angus’ owners used goat’s wool (a natural resource) in two items in the story.  What two  
things were made from wool?  socks, kilt 
4.  What is the Scottish musical instrument played by Angus’ owner? bagpipes 
5.  What happened to Angus’ wool after he ate the kilt? his wool turned tartan 
Picture should show mountains with vegetation, rivers and lakes. 
 

Answer Key to Compare and Contrast Two Goats 
Geraldine 

the Plateau of Arizona (Navajo Reservation, near Window Rock) 
a weaver 
the plants picked for dye 



 

 

 
 

make a Navajo rug 
Both 

wool 
plants 
should not have done 
delicious! 

Angus 
the Highlands of Scotland 
farmers 
the kilt 
wool    

 
 


