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Imperialism in Africa Cornell Notes 

 
Reduce	  &	  then	  Recite	  

- Create	  questions	  which	  elicit	  
critical	  thinking,	  not	  1	  word	  
answers	  

- Write	  questions	  directly	  
across	  from	  the	  answers	  in	  
your	  notes	  

- Leave	  a	  space	  or	  draw	  a	  
pencil	  line	  separating	  
questions	  

Record	  for	  Review	  	  
- Write	  headings	  and	  key	  words	  in	  colored	  pencil	  
- Take	  sufficient	  notes	  with	  selective	  (not	  too	  much	  verbiage)	  
&	  accurate	  paraphrasing	  
- Skip	  a	  line	  between	  ideas	  and	  topics	  
- Use	  bulleted	  lists	  and	  abbreviations	  
- Correctly	  sequence	  information	  	  
- Include	  diagrams	  or	  tables	  if	  needed	  for	  clarification	  or	  
length	  

  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



 

 

 
 

Reduce	  &	  then	  Recite	   Record	  for	  Review	  
	  
	  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Reflect	  &	  Recapitulate	  
In	  your	  own	  words	  and	  in	  complete	  sentences,	  write	  a	  3	  –	  4	  sentence	  summary	  paragraph.	  	  Your	  
summary	  should	  cover	  the	  main	  concepts	  of	  the	  notes,	  be	  accurate,	  and	  have	  adequate	  details.	  	  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Create Your Own Country 
 

 
A group simulation 
 
Directions- Read each of the following steps to create your own country. Be sure to complete each step 
thoroughly,	  before	  continuing	  on	  to	  the	  next	  step.	  	  
The	  person	  whose	  head	  is	  closest	  to	  the	  ceiling	  has	  just	  become	  the	  supreme	  leader	  of	  your	  country.	  
He/She	  became	  leader	  by	  a	  unanimous	  vote	  of	  the	  people,	  because	  of	  Divine	  Right,	  or	  came	  to	  power	  
after	  a	  coup	  d'é·∙tat.	  The	  leader	  will	  assign	  tasks	  to	  the	  other	  citizens	  in	  his/her	  group	  throughout	  the	  
simulation,	  help	  them	  stay	  focused	  on	  their	  tasks,	  and	  write	  down	  the	  information	  about	  their	  country.	  	  
	  

1. As	  citizens,	  you	  must	  decide	  on	  the	  name	  of	  your	  country.	  Decide	  on	  the	  title	  for	  your	  ruler,	  
and	  design	  a	  flag.	  On	  a	  blank	  sheet	  of	  paper,	  write	  down	  all	  of	  this	  information	  before	  
proceeding	  to	  the	  next	  step.	  	  
	  

2. Next,	  write	  a	  constitution	  that	  will	  establish	  your	  country.	  Explain	  how	  your	  country	  will	  be	  
governed,	  who	  will	  govern	  it,	  and	  what	  will	  happen	  if	  a	  problem	  arises.	  Then,	  write	  a	  Bill	  of	  
Rights,	  which	  guarantees	  the	  citizens	  of	  your	  country	  certain	  rights	  (minimum	  of	  10).	  	  
	  
	  

3. Next,	  make	  flags	  to	  send	  out	  with	  explorers	  from	  your	  country	  to	  establish	  colonies	  (make	  as	  
many	  as	  you	  need	  by	  drawing	  the	  flag	  on	  sticky	  notes).	  Since	  you	  are	  an	  imperialistic	  country,	  
your	  explorers	  will	  gather	  up	  as	  much	  land	  as	  needed	  to	  make	  your	  country	  the	  best	  in	  the	  
world.	  In	  order	  to	  claim	  land,	  you	  must	  place	  the	  sticky	  note	  on	  classroom	  objects	  and	  say,	  “I	  
claim	  this	  land	  in	  the	  name	  our	  supreme	  leader	  ______________	  for	  the	  country	  of	  
______________.”	  Continue	  claiming	  land	  in	  the	  same	  manner.	  IMPORTANT:	  You	  may	  not	  
take	  any	  other	  country’s	  land	  away	  from	  them.	  Land	  may	  be	  considered	  any	  classroom	  object	  
like	  desks,	  chairs,	  tables,	  posters,	  whiteboards,	  etc.	  	  
	  

4. After	  you	  have	  accumulated	  territory,	  return	  to	  your	  country	  and	  make	  a	  detailed	  list	  of	  what	  
has	  been	  acquired.	  	  

	  
	  
 


