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United States

During the late 1800’s and early
1900’s, the United States
followed a policy of laissez faire
immigration concerning
Mexico. This was due to the
need for migrant agricultural

Timeline of US-Mexico Immigration Policies

Mexico

During the late 1800’s and early
1900’s, Mexico also followed a
policy of laissez faire
immigration. They saw migration
to the United States as a safety
valve to political problems in
their country.

During World War I, the
United States exempted
Mexican workers from new
laws that restricted
immigration from other areas
of the world. This set up the
first guest worker program. It
last until 1920.

From 1910 to 1920, Mexico
discouraged migration to the
United States because they
needed a work force in their own
country to help develop rural
areas that had been devastated by
the revolution.

During the 1920’s, the United
States began to place
restrictions on the visa
guidelines for entering the
country. For the first time,
Mexican immigrants were
included. Mexican immigration
dropped by 75%. During the
1930’s, thousands of Mexicans
were deported in what was
known as the Mexican
Repatriation.

During the 1920’s, Mexico began
to require that migrant workers
receive permission to leave the
country. Angered by US policies,
they began a program during the
1930’s and early 1940’s to pay
migrants to return to Mexico and
to receive free land.

In 1942, the United States and Mexico signed an
immigration agreement which became known as the
Bracero Program. Mexican workers could freely enter the
country and were promised certain rights. Over time,
both countries became unhappy with the program and it
ended in 1964.
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In 1965, the United States,
for the first time, set a
limit on the number of
immigrants who could
enter from Mexico. US
businesses who relied on
cheap, unskilled labor
ignored these restrictions
and continued to use both
documented and
undocumented workers.
During the 1970’s and
1980’s, spending increased
to halt the tide of
increasing illegal
immigration.

With the end of the Bracero
Program, Mexico’s government
adopted a “policy of no policy”
concerning migration to the
United States. Failure of their
own economic policies led the
government to believe they
would benefit more from the
money sent home by migrants
to the United States. As a result,
Mexico rejected all offers to
work on a resolution to the
illegal migration issue with the
United States government
during the 1970’s and 1980’s.

took place.

In the 1990’s, both the United States and Mexico began to
see the need to work together. The passage of NAFTA
required addressing the issue of both legal and illegal
immigration. As the United States began to expand its
efforts to secure the border with more border patrol
agents, lighting, and fences, Mexico formed the Grupo
Beta to inform migrants of the dangers of crossing the
border illegally. Discussions were held to address the
issues of immigration and how to work together. Just as
things looked to be coming together, September 11, 2001

After 9/11, the United States and Mexico
focused their efforts on border security. The
United States worked on fortifying the border
and the flow of arms south. Mexico worked in
illegal immigration and the drug trade.
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Beginning in 2010, In response to the new
various US states began state legislation in the
to pass their own United States, the
immigration laws in government of Mexico
response to what they declares the laws will lead
felt was the failure of the to civil rights violations of
federal government to Hispanic Americans living
secure the border. legally and illegally in the
United States.

Question: Where do the United States and
Mexico go from here?

Source: Rosenblum, Marc R., “Obstacles and Opportunities For Regional
Cooperation: The US-Mexico Case”, Migration Policy Institute, April, 2011
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Bracero Contract

CONTINUATION OF STANDARD WORK CONTRACT, AS AMENDED

M mmuaﬁx DEL CONTRATO TIFO DE TRABAJO, BAJO ENM DA ‘ -
= Losano Gonsalez, Jusa “/f L 3613537\
Nowmbre ‘ ” M&cﬂn«l \’,'
L e S R, el """1 mh’" ot e e O
Addrem o

"l l:‘r‘.‘.'.“‘.“é‘;‘.t“' o [:] [:]B‘.-"’..."«'.‘;.
Econamic dewndcnu'nnd'b::e:mrh ._

zun Relationship Address
Nombre Parentesco Domicilie
__Cayotano lLozamp father sane

Place or where worker will be employed:
L o Bres dosds of erabajador presterd sme P B G

Duration of this contract : | from July 21,
Duracién de este contrate - | del dia R .

termination of this contract the worker will be returned to;
termingciim del contrate ol trabajoder serd regresadoa

Mexican consulate ha wrisdictio place of shy—.t:
uul:lo Mericane :- ) 2 '.'.'.77...'4. c:nm }

Ropresentative of Labor having jurisdiction sver place of } , Lubbock, Tex.
Representaxte Jcl S«ﬂ!.do Trabajo que tempa jurisdicosin ex of lupor

wmnmwbnﬂwwwdlhuk.muummdmhtlow.orthpuﬂlllnc rate, whichever is the higher:

Se pagards ol trabajodsr no de las w tes tarifas de jornales, » las prevalecientes o magores
hnlnnd o'a.jumhou ncn’pdhhodn‘wun
3‘:.'.‘1,..!::- } “the Worker WALL be paid 504 pr.‘. prov. rate whichever is ...

2. Plece rates: i s When engaged in tractor dr ortnuuaung the worker
Tarifa per destajo: | will be paid the prev. rate or rates for such

The lexktn \\orhcr may h employed In ounf «Runl m'hyml. 'ha mlly mhoriud the &eut.uy of Labor

or his designoe, and when so uadnhnmn(bcnuqnd“ thpnml wage, If

El trabajeder mexicans podrd ser em n m- laber agricola do extd expr - t«ul:z para db/por o am
’.mmmh,oounm yanmk”-knnunmahhﬂhm. prevaleciente

Per day charge for meals furnished by the employer:

c.ma’.'u-.',"..q..nmu zpdorm l T —— \
whd--nm..uh!n‘u”vdptd. l ‘

Per employer payment to worker for uhlm«.-h-muln‘ under article 10 of work |
oy bm”w'hr fu §1.15 :

M“\own”dd”uﬁdtuhhdnawmdm‘ndd - -
contrato de trabaje cusnds ol trabajedor deda cubrir sus propios 9

The undersigned, beizg aware of the contents of this eomrmwuwwm incleding the cme and fopr
others, Standard Work E r Agreement of

containing the vm of the ork Comtract approved purseant to the Migrant
19561, as ree Lo be bound by all of its provisions
Entevados los mserites del contenido de gate Contrato—vonsistente en 5 ﬂv—u. data y cwatro mds, que contienen el Contrate Tipe
de Tradajo incerporado al Acuerdo ’ termacsomal sobre Trobajadores Migratorios de 155) nhr-do—oumn N semeterne i
@ todas sus cldusias, |
Date and place of signing of this contract July 4, 1960 — N
F Mugar exn gue »¢ firma exte comlrato |77 T R
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Bracero Work Card
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