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The Gila River

Add event Add timespan

1699
Father Kino

Al its inhabitants are fishermen, and have
many nets and other tackle with which they fish
all the year, sustaining themselves with the...

1825
James Ohio Pattie

On the 25th, we arrived at an Indian village
situated on the south bank of the river. .. The
Indians seemed disposed to be friendly to us...

1856
Major William Emory

You also pass through several Indian villages of
the Pimos (sic) and Maricopas. The former are
further advanced in the art of agriculture. ..

1775
Father Garces

In all these pueblos they raise large crops of
wheat, some of corn, cotton, calabashes, efc.,
to which end they have constructed good irr...

1849
Benjamin Harris

Pima Indians met the men ten or fifteen miles
from the [Pima] village with gourds of water,
roasted pumpkin, and green corn. Serving
thes.

1864
J. Ross Brown

In 1858, the first year of the Overland Mail Line,
the [Pima's] surplus crop of wheat was 100,000
pounds, which was purchased by the (mai...
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1871

J.M. Stout, Indian Agent

As a matter of course, our Indians are much
dissatisfied and blame the settlers who are
above us for taking away their water. On
Sunday m...

1887

Florence Canal Company
Diversion Dam

As more settlers arrived, they needed even
more water. Mormon settlers in the Safford
Valley diverted water in 1874 and in 1887, the

1899

Pima Calendar Stick
history

1898-99 - Blackwater - There was no crop this
year. 1899-1900 - A woman at Blackwater was
fatally bitten by a rattlesnake. (This woman h

1902
Frank Russell

The once famous grassy plains that made the
Pima villages a haven of rest for cavalry and
wagon-train stock are now barren . . . Mats
wer..

1930

Coolidge Dam
Construction - George
Webb

This dam was built up in a canyon of the Gila

Rivar and ite niimaes wae tn ronearye wiater

1973

Governor Alexander
Lewis, Sr

In the past our people worked the land. But then
it happened that the water was gone and no
longer could any thing grow again on their la

2005

Arizona Water Settlement
Act of 2004

The result of almost 80 years of negotiations,
the Arizona Water Settlement Act of 2004
guarantees the Akimel O’odham 653.500

2017

Water-storage Agreement
with City of Phoenix

Water will be stored in a section of the long-dry

Gila River near the Community’s capital of
Sacaton. The agreement may not provide
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Gila River

htt; .//wW.panoramio.com/ph0t0/8758251 1

Timeline photos
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Photo of dry Gila River bed, 1905 by Frank Russell — The Pima Indians

Florence Diversion Dam

Biversion dam on Gila river near Florence,July,I2,!

.~
T -
https://www.gilariver.com/lessons/sancarloslesson31.pdf
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Coolidge Dam

http://static.panoramio.com/photos/large/1439743.ipg
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