	1.Title / Content Area:
	Washington’s Hope for Independence is Boosted by Wintering at Valley Forge During the Revolutionary War
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	2. Developed by:
	Anita Peña
	

	3. Grade Level:
	Fifth Grade
	

	4. Geographic Thinking Skill(s):
	Students will use primary and secondary resources to study the impact of wintering at Valley Forge on the outcome of the Revolutionary War.
	

	5. Essential Question:
	How do leaders’ decisions impact the outcome of a conflict? 
	

	6. Contextual Paragraph (Connect to Geographic Thinking)

	In the winter of 1777 and 1778, George Washington decided to have his troops of 12,000 men to set up camp at Valley Forge about 20 miles outside of the British occupied Philadelphia.  Tired and many wounded from the tough campaign of 1777, the soldiers were ordered to begin building small wooden huts to set up camp.  As the winter went on, the troops battled disease, weather, and most of all lack of food supplies.  Before Congress fled the capital city of Philadelphia, many questioned Washington’s leadership abilities.  He hoped to provide his men with badly needed winter clothing and nutritious food.  However, Congress had been unable to provide the money for the fresh supplies needed.  Costly diseases like influenza and typhoid spread through the camp killing nearly 2,000 during the encampment. 
The terrain outside of Philadelphia allowed the troops to form a triangle of defense far enough away from a surprise attack. Washington experienced the difficulty of keeping his army intact.  Some went home at the end of their nine month enlistments and did not return. Others just simply deserted the army leaving without approval.  Despite the struggle of keeping his army intact, Washington inspired his own men through his own resilience and sense of duty.  He wrote letters to Congress to persuade them to reform the supply system and to end their shortages.  Washington attracted experienced officers to the cause with one being a former Prussian officer, Baron von Steuben.  Von Steuben was given the job of training the troops.  He taught the soldiers new military skills and how to fight as a more unified army.  These new military tactics along with the warmer spring, which allowed the arrival of much needed supplies, provided the strength Washington’s army needed.  In March of 1778, the General led his troops out of Valley Forge to face the British again.  

	


Annotated Resource Set (ARS) 
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Phase I

	6. Resource Set

	Washington at 

Valley Forge
	Provision Train
	Valley Forge, 1777. Gen. Washington and Lafayette visiting the suffering part of the army
	Washington at Valley Forge
	George Washington’s letter to Patrick Henry, March 28, 1778.
	George Washington’s letter to Patrick Henry, February 19, 1778.

	George Washington on horseback in the snow at Valley Forge.
	Washington, his officers, and troops hailing a provision wagon train as it approaches their encampment.
	George Washington and the Marquis de Lafayette on horseback, visiting soldiers at their winter encampment at Valley Forge, Pennsylvania.
	General George Washington praying in the snow at Valley Forge, Pennsylvania. In the background are Washington's soldiers and officers
	General gives gratitude for the necessary provisions given to the troops.
	Washington requesting assistance with providing soldiers with adequate pay and to entice those that have left to return.
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	http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/92506172/ 
	http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2004669146/ 
	 http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2006691573/ 
	 http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2004667971/ 
	http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=mgw3&fileName=mgw3h/gwpage001.db&recNum=77 
	http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=mgw3&fileName=mgw3c/gwpage002.db&recNum=248 


	Progress of the army from their landing till taking possession of Philadelphia.
	Battles of Pennsylvania
	General George Washington and a Committee of Congress at Valley Forge Winter   1777-78
	Valley Forge-Washington & Lafayette. Winter 1777-78.
	Baron von Steuben at Valley Forge
	Regulations for the Order and Discipline of Troops of the United States. Part I.

	This map shows camps and battles between Elkton, Md., Valley Forge, and Philadelphia.
	Map of Washington’s campaign of 1777
	Winter 1777-78. Copy of engraving after W. H. Powell, published 1866.
	Winter 1777-78. Copy of engraving by H. B. Hall after Alonzo Chappel.
	Baron von Steuben at Valley Forge, 1777
	Baron Friedrich Wilhelm von Steuben

1st Edition. Philadelphia. Published by Styner and Cist (on order of Congress)Paper, leather. W 11.9, H 19.1, T 1.9 cm
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	http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g3791s.ar106100 
	http://www.nps.gov/vafo/learn/historyculture/index.htm 
	https://research.archives.gov/id/532876 
	https://research.archives.gov/id/532877 
	https://research.archives.gov/id/530884 
	http://www.nps.gov/museum/exhibits/revwar/image_gal/vafoimg/vafo63977.html 


Notes/Comments:

	Soldiers Establishing Camp

	General Washington’s first orders to the soldiers in the camp were to build huts that could house 12 men.

	[image: image14.png]





	http://www.nps.gov/museum/exhibits/revwar/vafo/vafocamp.html# 



Phase II
	Foundations Annotations

	
7. Curriculum Connections



	Speaking and Listening - Comprehension and Collaboration

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
d. Review the key ideas expressed and draw conclusions in light of information and knowledge gained from the discussions.
g. Pose and respond to specific questions by making comments that contribute to the discussion and elaborate on the remarks of others.

h. Review the key ideas expressed and draw conclusions in light of information and knowledge gained from the discussions.
Writing - Text Types and Purposes
Research to Build and Present Knowledge

5.W.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital sources; summarize or paraphrase information in notes and finished work, and provide a list of sources.
Reading
Informational Text - Key Ideas and Details
5.RI.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 

5.RI.6Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting important similarities and differences in the point of view they represent.

5.RI.7 Draw on information from multiple print or digital sources, demonstrating the ability to locate an answer to a question quickly or to solve a problem efficiently.


	
8. Curriculum Standards



	Strand 1: American History Concept 1: Research Skills for History 
PO 4: Locate information using both primary and secondary resources

Strand 1: American History Concept 4: Revolution and New Nation 
PO 3. Identify the impact of the following individuals on the Revolutionary War

c. George Washington
Strand 4: Geography Concept 1: The World in Spatial Terms 
PO 3:  Identify the location of significant geographic features from content studied on a physical or political map. 

	
9. Content & Thinking Objectives



	· Students will identify, locate and interpret information from maps provided in this ARS.  
· Students will identify and describe the impact of the winter General Washington and his troops spent at Valley Forge.

	
10. Inquiry Activities & Strategies


	Activity 1:  This activity could be used as a hook to this ARS.  From the Valley Forge National Park museum exhibit is an image of two soldiers working to build the huts. (http://www.nps.gov/museum/exhibits/revwar/image_gal/vafoimg/frameshell.html - Establishing Camp/Training and Discipline)  Project this image for students to examine.  Provide the following image analysis tool for students.  Students will first work independently to answer the questions and then discuss with a partner.  
Activity 2:  Students will work in pairs to analyze two images of General George Washington.  Each person will have 1 of 2 images of Washington. An analysis tool will be used for students to answer questions.  One image depicts soldiers suffering during the winter and the second image is George Washington by himself appearing to be praying.  Students will analyze both images and then have a discussion about how these two images are related.  A final step to this activity could include the 4min video from History.com.  This video highlights the suffering by the soldiers using a reenactment of the experience.   http://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution/american-revolution-history/videos/surviving-valley-forge 
1. Valley Forge, 1777. Gen. Washington and Lafayette visiting the suffering part of the army    http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2006691573/
2. Washington at Valley Forge   http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2004667971/ 
Activity 3:  Students will work in pairs to analyze two maps using an analysis tool.  Each student will have 1 of 2 maps of Valley Forge.  One map shows the progression of the army from their position outside Philadelphia.  The other map shows the military campaign of 1777 from both the Continental Army and the British.  Students will analyze both maps and discuss how both maps are similar and how they are different.  A final step to this activity could include the 3min video from History.com.  This video shows how General George Washington responded to the difficult experience as a leader of the army.  http://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/george-washington/videos/george-washingtons-life-changing-battle 

	
11. Assessment Strategies


	· Assessment strategies can include teacher observation of students identifying and locating answers to questions on analysis tools.  

· Students should also be able to complete questions on each analysis tool.  

· Students could write a summary paragraph describing the impact of George Washington’s leadership during the winter of 1777-1778 at Valley Forge.  Evidence from at least 3 primary or secondary sources should be included in the summary. 



	Other Resources

	
12. Web Resources



	Valley Forge National Park website - http://www.nps.gov/vafo/learn/historyculture/index.htm
Valley Forge National Park museum exhibit - http://www.nps.gov/museum/exhibits/revwar/vafo/vafooverview.html
National Archives Docs Teach - http://docsteach.org/ 

	
13. Secondary Sources



	The DBQ Project – Mini Q’s in American History Volume 1 Unit 2   Valley Forge:  Would You Have Quit?

**This is a purchased program that uses document based questioning activities to prepare students to develop a multi-paragraph essay on historical events.   

	
14. Print and Other Media Resources



	· Surviving Valley Forge – This 4 min. video from The History Channel describes and illustrates the conditions of the wounded, sick, and hungry soldiers at Valley Forge.  
http://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution/american-revolution-history/videos/surviving-valley-forge
· George Washington at Valley Forge – This 3 min. video from The History Channel describes the critical situation the soldiers were experiencing at Valley Forge and how George Washington responded as the General of the Continental Army.
http://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/george-washington/videos/george-washingtons-life-changing-battle 
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