
	

	
	

Sunlight	Zone	

	
	

Twilight	Zone	

	
	

Midnight	Zone	

	 	 	

The	top	layer	of	the	ocean	
is	home	to	most	marine	
life	and	is	the	warmest.	
This	is	the	layer	with	the	
most	natural	light.	

Only	some	light	enters	the	
second	ocean	layer.	It	is	
colder	than	the	sunlight	
zone	and	pressure	
increases.	

The	third	ocean	layer	is	
dark	and	gets	no	light.	
Creatures	in	this	layer	
have	adaptations	like	
small	eyes...or	no	eyes	at	
all!	



	
	

Abyss	Zone	

	
	

Trench	Zone	

	
	

coral	reef	

	 	 	
The	fourth	layer	is	pitch	
black	on	the	ocean	floor.	
The	ocean	floor	is	covered	
with	muddy	material	from	
organic	waste.	

This	is	the	deepest	layer	of	
the	ocean	found	in	
canyons	and	trenches.	The	
pressure	here	is	over	8	
tons	per	square	inch.		

A	ridge	or	group	of	rock-
like	structures	made	up	of	
groups	of	small	sea	
animals	shaped	like	tubes.		



	
	

marine	

	
	

trenches	

	
	

adaptation	

	 	
	

(adjective)	relating	to	the	
sea	and	the	creatures	that	
live	in	the	ocean.	

(noun)	a	long,	narrow	
valley	beneath	the	sea	

(noun)	a	change	that	
makes	it	easier	for	an	
animal	to	survive.		
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